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Mortua quin etiam jungebat corpora vivis, 
Componens manibuiquc manus, atque oiibus ora, 
CompJexu in mifeio longa fie morte necabat. 
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fooghtit, have become defpotic, and that a revolution became 
neceffary in the reign of his fucceflbr. The mind of man 
natur-ally rufhes to extremes. Such is now the horror of re- 
publican ifm in England, that not only all purfuit of popular. 
______«_««__ reform is abandoned, but people in general behold with indif- 

Mference, the raoft valuable privileges of a Britifh fubjedt, 
R. PITT, at his entrance upon his long miniftry, fjifpended at the willof the minifter, and the influence of the 
pledged himfelf as a man and a minifter, to fupport a parlia- crftivn, tnttgrowing the conjlitution. Moft certainly there never 
mentary reform. I was not amongft- the number who impu- wasatimewhen it was fo unneceflary-, and at the fame time 
ted the failure of the plan he propofed, to infincerity. Cir- fo eafy, to encreafe that influence. This is a ftale of things, 
cumftanced as the parliament then was,, it was not at all im» th»is a temper of the public mind, which feldom exifts in a 
poffible, that a minifter, ev-en an. eloquent minifter, fhould fref country, but during the prevalence of which, it is in the 



lofe a meafure. That he did not immediately re-propofe it, 
cafts no imputation upon his fincerity.- In a cafe not calling 
for immediate redrefs, it requires but little candour to at 
low fome time for the fearch after a lefs exceptionable fyftem,. 
fome time for learning the fentiments of the nation, and 
fome time for making arrangements, which- might facilitate 
its fuccefs in parliament. 



power of a crafty minifter, to make that country ceafe to be 
fre*., 

t>o we .difcover any fuch defign in theprefent minifter? 
Do" we fee him making preparations to refcue himfelf and his 
fuoceffbrs, and their meafures, for ever, from all popular 
controul, and conftitutional refponfibility ? Do we feethe- 
forrof Lord Ghatham, making atonement to the Sovereign 



During this interval, the doctrine of the rights- of man 1 forihe'-p^faniption of his father, and guarding the throne 




ferment 'of the human not againft the minifter from his refifting the difcuffion of all 
'itt concurred with many quefhons of reform — neither do I decide againft him from 
in England, in oppofing. his various temporary violations of the bed privileges of a 



Britifh fubjecV— or from the war in which we have been in- 
volved — the taxes which have been impofed — or the debt 
which has been fo enormoufly augmented — or even from the 
honours which have been fb profufely lavifhed — or the go- 



vifionary fpcculations. In f^uch a 

mind, and human .feelings,. Mr. P 

of the wifeft and honefteft men 

even the difcuffion of any thing, which bore the femblance of 

popular innovation. Some very well-meaning men thought 

Be carried this fentiment to an extreme, and that the moft 

effectual antidote againft revolution, was reform* They 

thought it not unreafonable to exemplify the beft quality of vernment patronage which has been extended by him, cer- 

the Britifh Gonftitution, its recuperative energy, its power tainly beyond all paft example, and pofTrbly beyond all future 

of felf-correQion, at the very moment when its defe&s were cure. Thefe things were fufpicious and alarming, but not <ie- 

faid to be incorrigible, -and when the pride of fpeculative cifive. But is there any degree of confidence or credulity proof 

fagacity was telling up the inventions of the human mind,, againft the convi&ion which the propofed meafure of an 

againft the conclufions of experience, upon a fubjeel: of all UNION, in addition to his other meafures, muft flafA upon 

others the moft praQical. Stare decifts, became however, every rational mind, that there exifts a deep, fubile, and 



the minifterial watch-word, and he would not fuffer a conftitu 
tion, which had worked fo well, to be tampered with, even 
upon the cleareft evidence of manifeft abufe y and fafe cor- 
rection. 

During the tempefl of innovating fury, let us content our- 
lelves with fortifying and preferving the conftitution, fuch 
as it is ; after the ftorm mall have pafled away, we may 
exert ourfelves in amending it. Such was the language of 
the minifter, echoed thro'every part of England, and fuch 
became the decided fenfe of the nation. 

It is amongft the worftand moft general effects of revolu- 
tionary projects, that they raifc that power too high, which 
they endeavour to fink too low. Nothing, I believe, is fo 
deadly to liberty, as licentioufnefs, or to government, as 
tyranny. The republican extravagance in the reign of 



fyftematic defign, to fubvert the Britifh conftitution, and that 
the anti-jacobin minifter, the minifter of kings, wifhes to for- 
get that he proceeded from the people, and is determined ne- 
ver to return to the fource from whence he fprung ? Re- 
form, was, perhaps, wifely poftponed to a period of tran- 
quillity ; but why is the feafon of war felefted tocarry an anti- 
reform meafure^ which muft add more to the influence of the 
crown-, than the moft democratic plan, that ever was fuggeft- 
ed (not excepting the Duke of Richmond's) would have fub- 
du&ed from it ? 

Is it poffible that the people of England fhould be fo en- 
groffedby a fingle fentiment, as to be totally infenfible to any- 
other ? Have they not capacity to perceive two ideas at 
once? Can they not contemplate, at the fame time, more 
than one part of that mixed fyftem, which has been the 



Charles I. was the principal caufe, that Charles II. might, if he pride of their ancestors, and the admiration of the world ? Gan 
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they not at the fame time be loyal and free? Muft the con- 
ftitution he effaced to admit the king into their hearts, or if 
they feel for the conftitution as their anceftors felt, muft their 
loyalty give way? Such finglenefs of wofifhip fenot due to 
any thing human, and is treafon againft the fovereignty of 
the Britifh conftitution. I cannnot prefume fuch infatuation, 
and I look, my countrymen, with confidence, to the good 
fenfe of the people of England, for protection againft the 



I repeat it that thefe pretences are falfe, or at 1>eft, but fe- 
condary motives in' the mind of the minifter! He already 
commands the refources of Ireland, as much as is neceflary 
for the general good of the empire. 'Tis the encreafed in- 
fluence of the crown m-tbe Britifh parliament, about which 
he is folicitous. When I perceive one confequence from a 
propofed innovation, more certain, more immediate, and more 
important, than ill others united, I cannot credit that that 
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revolution with which you and they are equally menaced. . confequence has been th* inducement to the meafure. I would 



What are the advahtages held out to that people : to induce 
tliem to proftrate the. conftitution of their anoeftors, under 
the feet of the minifter ? 

This country, they are told, abounds with tmexhaufted, 
perhaps untried, fourcesof wealth. Itstaxes as yet are light, 
and its debt, compared with its refources, a trifle. In fifteen 
years from the period of its conftitutional and commercial, 
freedom, it ! has . profpered beyond the anticipations of the 
moft fanguine. Ought young Ireland to be fuffere'd to lean 
©n old England, and not divide the burthen of debt and taxes 
under which fhe is ftaggering i" Should not the refources of 
that rifing country be fubftituted for affefled taxeij, the fale 
of the royal forefts, or perhaps of the church lands? Will 
not the whole wealth of that country, under any poffible mo- 
dification of. an Union, be at the difpofal of the Britifh par- 
liament, to be applied at the discretion of the Brittfli.ntinif- 
ter, to relieve the exigencies of the parent country. ? Po 
not the growing military propensities of Europe, and pafti- 
cularly of France, demonftrate that enormous ftauding ar- 
mies muft in future be kept on foot for the protection of the 
empire ; andean any thing be more defireable than that the 
population of -Ireland fhould be rendered completely fubfer- 
vient to that neceflary, purpofe ? That the manufacturer and 
h'ufbandman of England mould be fpared, and the afmtes le- 
vied and paid by Ireland, andjiationed in that country-, where 
the empire is moft vulnerable, and from whence, upon any 
emergency, they- can- be fo readily tranfported to England ©r 
elfewhere ? 

The eftablifhment of fo great a military force as exiftmg 
circumftances may probably in future require, isfomewhat 
repugnant to the genius of the Britifh *conftitution, and will 
not that neceflary evil be much mitigated andreconciied to- 
the feelings of Englifhmen, even by the remctenefi of the 
military Cation ? By keeping Ireland as an imperial barrack, 
and a nurfery of feamen. Befides the exchange of militia 
between the nations, which, after an Union will ceafe to be 
uneonftitutional, and will become the conftant pra&ice, will 
give to that body, all the vigour of a {landing ariwy, andwill 
beaftrong defence againft the growth of faeli©ia,.a«d revo- 
lutionary principles, in fuch a country. 

Oh ! infatuated and befoued Engliflj, if you are tricked 
out of your libertie&by fuch Falfe pretences, faoh feafMow ar- 
tifices? slf you have forgotten the. millions, whteb, feduced 
by fimilar fuggeflions, you fquandered upon loft America I 
If you do not fee, that rf Ireland could be chained down to 
fuch a ftate of ftavvfh and irrjpovewfbing dependences the 
fame arrangement, which gives the purfe and the fwtrd of that> 
nation to your minifter., gives him- uflcouiroulable dominion 
over your liberties. 



as Toon believe the minifter that the opening the Scheld was 
the real caufe of the war' with France, as Iwould, that the 
hundred votes which he will add to his following in the Bri- 
tifh parliament, is not bis prkhe motive for propofing an 
Union. 

Bnt as it often happens, that very different language is fpo- 
ken upon the fame fubjecVby the fame party, upon different 
occafions, I fhould net be much furprifed at hearing it faid, 
that the prefumed fervih'ty and dependance of the Irlfh repre- 
fentatives, in the United parliament, is a libelupon the Irifti 
nation, and that they will be incorruptible 'guardians of the 
interefts *and rights of their conftituents, and independent 
members of the Britifh fenate. 

Upon thepatriotifm or independence of an abfentee legisla- 
ture, under any circurrrtUrices, I fhouid place but very little 
reliance. Will there be any thing in the appointment or con- 
dition of the Wfll feprefehtatives in England, to diftinguifh 
them from thofe of Scotland, or expatriated legiflators of any 
othercountry ? I fhall take the moft favourable cafe : I fhalf 
foppefc thera eledted from the-countits j Ipafs over the ap- 
pointment of every returning officer, and confequently the 
command of every return by the minifter; I dwell not upon 
the-mockery of a petition to Weftminfter, or to a dependent 
and degraded parliamentary junto in Dublin ; I fbppofe the 
hundred members elected, tranfported, and ftationed, in the 
Britrih parliament. What a forrriidablephalarix Of Irifh vir- 
tue, to a corrupt minifter ! Surely the Englffh nation 
willbe ftottrierfby the declamations of Irifti Patriots, in fupport 
of poor Ireland". I confefs I have vory -flight fears for the 
minifter upon that fcore, when I reflect, that the expences 
of aUondon refidence to a diffipated Iriftrman muft be re- 
cruited at St. James's ; that national prejudices will be foft- 
eneddown by mmifterial intercouffe ; that die whole pa- 
tronage of Ireland, which the advocates for a*n Union have 
told you has ^completely Weaned three hundred reprefenta- 
rives from their conftituenrs, 'with whom they \vSfe in con- 
tact, may be applied to- one hundred of the" fame men wifh 
the ocean rolling between them ; that the example of Scot- 
land-fhewshow perfuatrve a mirrifter afways is to an abfentee 
member of parliament-, and that as nothing can ever be cb- 
tsine'd by' your reprefentatiVe fdr hrmfeff Or 1 his country but 
through the favor of the minifter, he will always be a moft 
patriotic courtiev. 

Oh, illuftiious and immortal Chatham'? fs it then, thus, 
your lineal ifefeendant, the inheritor of your fame, com- 
mutes his patrimony for power? Is it 'thus he WouW realize 
your wife and jrrarid corfdeptions ? Is it* thus he would pour 
new blood and frefh vigor into tha'r parlfctrrrent which gave 
birth to your talents, and fent you forth the mirtifter of the 



eonftitution of Great Britain— the fcourge of its enemies— 
the pride of its -fubje£r.s, and the guardian of its liberties? 
If one hundred additional votes had been in poiTeffion of the 
minifter, could the voice of Lord Chatham have ever reach' 
ed the throne through the constitutional organ of the peo* 
pie's will? Could a corrupt, incapable, and unpopular mi- 
nister, who was a favorite, ever have been removed without. 
a revolution ? If one hundred additional votes be now 
given to the crown, can the fon of Lord Chatham, or any 
future minifter who Shall be a favorite, be removed without 
a revolution? Mr. Fox's laft India bill, it was Said, would 
have fubverted the eonftitution by (tripping the crown of 
patronage, which, it was computed* might have, influenced 
one hundred votes between the two houfes of parliament. 
Can the constitution Stand, when one hundred votes in the 
houfe of commons alone,,; are at or«;6 added to the Over- 
grown influence "of the crown ? I do not fay that the 
peqple of England ought, at this crifis, to fpeculate upon 
projects of reform, but if they folicitor fubmit to an anti- 
reform meafure of fuch ^portentous msgnitade', they are no 
longer worthy of the eonftitution of their anceftors, and if 
they barter their liberties for fpeculations of profit or. gain, 
they are as unwife as they are unworthy. 

The commerce of England has arrived at its prefent 
unparalleled profperity under the culture and protection of 
that free eonftitution, to the growth of which it fo amply 
contributed, and by which it has been fo profufely repaid its 
early obligations. It cannot long furvive that eonftitu- 
tion. Let-no man believe that trade can, flourish upon the 
ruins of liberty :— the voice of hiftory uniformly negatives 
the fuppofition. Under any Ample form of government, 
which muft be more or lefs defpotic, property muft be infe- 
eure, and commerce imperfectly encouraged and protected. 
In man the love of acquiring and hoarding is not mere in- 
stinct. He will not, like the induftrious bee, collect trea- 
fui es of whicli he may foe plundered at pleafure, and which 
may become a bounty againft his life. 

But it may be faid, that one hundred members is more 
than ought to be allotted to Ireland upon an Union. I an- 
fwer— that if the principles of our prefent eonftitution be ofo- 
ferved, and that the new fyftem be defigned for perpetuity, 
double that number would be nearer the equitable proportion, 
which ihould be governed by the relative population, terri- 
tory, and wealth of the respective countries, and not as thefe 
things now are, but as they probably will be, when the com- 
mercial aptitudes of this country ihall be fully ripened. Can 
any man believe that it is ferioufly intended to call forth and 
encourage the refources of this country, and give it in fu- 
ture a due weight in the common legiflature, and alfo, fay, 
that one hundred members out" of fix hundred and fifty-five 
would be a due proportion for the permanent ftate of Ire- 
land ? 

But as an Irifhman I wave" this filly competition. Two 
hundred abfentee reprefentatives would be too few for Ire- 
land, and fifty would be too many for the BritiSh eonftitution. 
It is my folemn opinion,*.that if the meafure muft be carried, 
every enlightened Irifhman fhould exert himfelf to reduce 
the number, and, if poffible, to avoid fending any. If we 
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are to depencf upon the liberality of a foreign parliament, 
let us not corrupt and degrade that parliament by fo un- 
wholefome an inftmon. If our parliament be attainted, afiii 
rrioft perifh, let us have no fuch unrighteous refurrecttorii 
As long as thefe remain in England, a reeling for the higfc 
privileges of a Britifh Siibjecl, and that the parliament ne 
not totally enflaved, there will be found feeling "and enlight- 
ened men who willmot be indifferent to the government of 
this country ; who wjll think perfonal liberty in forne dan- 
ger there, if it be totally trodden down here. 'But when *4 
hundred Iriftt voices arfe added to the shares of the minifter, 
I mould tiefriair that any man fhould ever be heard in Slip- 
port of BritiSh, not to fpeak of Irifh, liberties, if, indeedj 
any man fhould be bold and fangoine enough to lift his voice 
id appofitiondn fuch ad aflembly. 

As to the filly notion that we (hall be fecure beca-ufe all 
Itws rmift be tmfterfaV andtherefore, equal, 1 anfwer, that 
if fuch a>rale. flill iofleltibJy prevail, there, is an end -i6 
the constitutional rights of Englishmen ; and if it be vio- 
lated, Iretatta"tS 3e*ote# to the 4a8t«>f defpotifm. 

Are Englishmen ready to confent that the habeas corpus 
"aft mSHr^fiifperlb^in-fengland; that government by pro- 
clamation Shall fuperfede government by law ; that the prefs 
Shall" be filenced at the pleafure of the crown ; or that they 
Shall be liable to. be tranfported to Botany Bay by inferior 
magistrates, without trial by jury, whenever treafonablc 
practices Shall be difcovered in Ireland, or imputed to that 
ifl-faled country ? Are Irishmen fatisfied that a foreign le- 
gislature— >I beg pardon— a legislature in a foreign country 
Shall give to them, exclu/ively, the blefling or the curfe (it 
will be differently denominated) of fuch laws and fuch go- 
vernment ? No ' infatuation can tempt the English fo to 
cling to us, that the poignard which Stabs our liberties muft 
penetrate theirs. The very contrary will take place. In 
diverfity of law they will feek an antidote againft identity of 
legiflature— they will endeavour, by every poffible means of 
artificial distinction, to Separate from us, and to prevent the 
mortification which already begins to appear in our political 
State from fpreading to theirs. 

But it may be faid, that the laws to which I allude are 
temporary laws, and temporary laws may be different, 
though perpetual laws, by the terms of the Union, may be 
decided to be always the fame. 

Need! anfwer, that a law for one hundred years is a 
temporary law, and that an annual law may be revived for 
an hundred years. Is any man fo giddy from youth, or from 
health, or from any other caufe, as to imagine, if an Union 
Shall take place, that he will live to fee the habeas corpus 
aft reftored, or a repeal of any of thofe temporary Statutes, 
under which the genius of our eonftitution languishes, and 
the preffure of which She cannot long furvive. The very 
Union itfelf will furnifh a caufe, or a pretence, for continu- 
ing them, until Slavery becomes the habit of the Country. 

But .though it is clear, that Englishmen will endeavour fo 
Separate their political condition from ours, it is equally 
clear, that they will finally and foon fail. 

Familiar contemplation of adjacent Slavery will blunt that 
fenfibility which has been an Engiifhman's heft protection 
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againft oppreffion. Will the Londoner, whom I have feen 
fired with indignation at the interference of the mihtary to 
feize a pick-pocket, continue the fame political man, after 
lie has been trained and habituated to the military govern- 
ment of his new countrymen in Ireland ? I fmiled at the 
nnfuitable and ridiculous explofion of civic pride, but I con- 
sidered it a glorious fymptom. Similar intemperanee after 
an Union will not long continue to be the failing of Englifli- 
raen. Our condition will not long continue unequal. The 
Irifh fenator who cannot, or will not, defend the rights of 
iiis country, will avenge her wrongs upon Bririm freedom. 
That unwieldy fabric which the minifter is rearing in Weft- 
•minfter, I contemplate as a monument, in which the rights 
and privileges of all the fubjects of the empire will be foon 
buried together. In the grave, at leaft, there will be equa- 
Jity, but in the political grave, I fear there will not be 
repofe. 

Is any man fo timid, or fo ftolid, as to feek refuge from 
the dorms of jacobinifm in the delufive ftillnefs of defpot- 



ifm ? How raft is the mjfillanimity of fuch a man ? How- 
palpable the abfurdity or feparating the reprefehtative from 
the conftituent body of a whole nation ; of narrowing the 
foundation, and widening the fuperftru&ure of our conftitu- 
tion in fuch ftormy and troublous times ? Union is a capti- 
vating name. The temptation from influence to a minifter 
is great. But let him beware, that the feeds of jacobinifm 
lurk in every free country ; that they have already thrown 
out fome fhoots in England ; that nothing fo much tends to 
quicken and vivify them as the encroachments of power ; 
and finally, that a legtflattve Union tending, to defpotifm, on 
the one fide, may engender a national Union, leading to 
anarchy upon the other. The fubject becomes too great and 
too interefting. My mind ftirinks from thefe frightful 
extremes. I fly to the fan£ruary of the conftitution, and I 
invite my countrymen to follow me, and defend it againft 
the frenzy of a minifter, as well as the fury of a mob. 
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